Use of CT in epilepsy: does it matter how long you wait?
Computer tomography (CT) of the brain is of value for finding potentially correctable lesions in adult patients with new onset seizures. The value of CT is unknown, however, for finding such lesions in adult chronic epileptic patients without prior CT. We compared a group of 177 adult patients who had CT within a year from the onset of seizures to a group of 93 patients who had a history of seizures for more than a year before CT was performed. In the first group, 33 potentially correctable lesions (19%) were found including 17 tumors. The group with chronic epilepsy had 4 (4%) potentially correctable lesions: 3 arteriovenous malformations and 1 meningioma. It seems that CT is of value in discovering potentially removable lesions in chronic epileptic patients, but the likelihood is relatively small. The incidence of stable structural lesions seems to be similar in the two groups.